[Normal and abnormal cytological aspects of peripheral blood cells in neonates and young children].
Morphological alterations of blood cells are observed early in most hereditary disorders. Therefore, the cytological study of the blood cells is a must for the diagnosis of these disorders in neonates and children. Knowledge of the quantitative and qualitative physiological peculiarities of blood cells in neonates is mandatory for an accurate interpretation. In the present article, the main cytological characteristics of blood cells in healthy neonates and infants and their abnormalities associated with hereditary or acquired blood disorders are reviewed.